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Tales of Growing Up On a Farm The Rooster
  Jake Fitzpatrick, 1992 

This story starts when a Rooster just comes up the driveway.  We locked it in a cage and 
left it to eat.   

One day my mom got this (to her) a really brilliant idea.  And that idea was to let the 
Rooster out of its cage.  

I hated it.  I say this because when I went out of the house the next day, the Rooster 
came chasing after me.  And the next day.  And the next.  And so forth.  Finally, about one 
week later, I refused to go outside. 

The Rooster put dropping on my brand new wheelchair.  It got so mad in fact that we 
had to put a tarp on top of the wheelchair.  That did not do anything at all to the 
Rooster. 

One night when we all came home late and Ken picked the bird up and brought it over to 
me so we could be friends.  I was so scared that it would peck my eyes out and I would 
not be able to see ever again.  That would be hor-

 

One day, when I got my courage up, I went out-
side and the Rooster attacked me.  It jumped on 
my head and started pecking at me.  I immediate-
ly backed my wheelchair up and the Rooster fell 
off the  back.  I ran over it.  I know that even 
you wanted that Rooster to die at that minute.  
But only one leg was shaved as it ran off.   

Everyone was mad at the Rooster and about 
three days later, it went to Rooster Heaven.  
Then we ate it. 
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Ingredients: 
1 whole chicken  
2 onions 
Curry, Ginger, Greek Seasoning, Farm-raised and dehydrated 
parsley, Honey 
White wine 
Olive oil/butter 
Wild rice, brown rice 
Greenhouse raised cauliflower 
Condiments:  Farm raised applesauce; farm raised pear  
chutney 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tales of Growing Up On a Farm  
Those Who Are Wondering What Life on a Farm is Like 
  Jake Fitzpatrick, 1992 

Have you been on a farm?  Do you know what a JOB it is?  No, of course you do not know 
what JOB it is.  What is a JOB?  A job is worming sheep, horses, etc.  A job is helping 
the sheep and other animals have their young.  A job is going out to the barn every hour 
to see if the sheep has had any babies yet.  A job is feeding time in the morning.  So read 
on.  And you will get the feel of farming. 

Chapter 1.  Fencing, Gates, And Holding Livestock 
Do you know exactly how hard it is to hang gates, put up fence and hold livestock?  If 

are always being told to do something by your boss.  But, if you think farming is differ-
ent, try again.  My mom usually calls home to ask someone to feed the animals.  They say 

 

Here is the first issue, keeping the livestock in.  If you do not have a sturdy pen, the an-
imals will get out.  For sure.  

leaving your farm and you know that there is not one there, and you see a gate open.  

just drive by.  And, if they get out, they might go to the main road. 

Beware!  This might happen to you.  Like us: 

Once, on a foggy day, we all had to go to the main road and set up cones, flares, and I 

the other.  It was below freezing and it took us 3 1/2 hours to get all the sheep round-
ed up.  By this time, it was 12:00 noon. Wow! That was hard. 

Read on.  Getting stupid sheep rounded up is a major job.  So is putting up gates.  Gates 
are the aluminum things you can buy at the hardware store.  Gates are the things that 
keep animals from getting in or out of a field.  Gates are important.   

So, are you now wondering how you raise crops and how to sell them?  Well it is a whole 
other chapter.  But we can slip it into this chapter.   



 

How do you raise crops?  Well it is kind of easy.  (If you are up to it.)  The first thing you 
have to do, in raising a crop, is you have to buy the crop seed (corn, wheat, grass, etc.) 
Then you put those/that bag somewhere DRY. While it is staying is a safe place, you 
then have to plow (turn the soil over to kill all the old weeds and /or crops) the field.  
Yes, plow it.  Ten, you take a special machine and poor the seeds into it.  This machine will 
then let the seeds fall to the ground when you push the special lever. After you are done 
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